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Introduction

This course is designed to:
1 	 introduce some of the methods and issues involved in investigating the past
2 	 show the process involved in a historical investigation
3 	 present a number of in-depth case studies that provide a historical context within which 

to investigate relevant sources, methods and issues
4 	 focus on a number of key features of selected ancient societies.

The processes involved in carrying out a historical investigation are addressed, reviewed 
and integrated throughout the text. Suggested topics for a historical investigation associated 
with material treated in the book can be found on page 392.

Throughout the text there are also many opportunities for students to analyse ancient 
and modern texts and material remains; to recognise bias – particularly gender bias – and 
perspective; to express empathy and use their imaginations; to discuss such things as the use 
of film in history and the way ancient individuals and events are depicted in popular culture; 
to research; to consider and discuss controversial questions; and of course to communicate 
information in extended answers (essays) as well as in diagrammatic and digital formats.

The process of a historical investigation
This involves:
• planning and conducting historical investigations using historical concepts
• formulating historical questions and hypotheses relevant to the investigation
• locating and interrogating a range of sources
• identifying different perspectives evident in sources
• analysing sources for their usefulness and reliability for the question(s) asked
• developing and/or examining historical interpretations
• using sources to develop a view about a historical issue
• selecting and organising relevant information
• synthesising evidence from a range of sources to develop and support a reasoned historical

account or argument
• using historical concepts and terms appropriately
• presenting and communicating the findings of a historical investigation using appropriate

and well-structured oral, written and/or multimedia forms, including ICT.

viiintroduction
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